
Learning To Be Content
Philippians 4:10-13

I Timothy 6:6

6 ¶ But godliness with contentment is great gain.
We are living in a day of discouragement, defeat, depression, and discontent. They asked Howard Hughes, who at the time was the most wealthy man in the world, (a billionaire) what would it take to satisfy you? His response was “One more million” He was not content with the billions that he had, he wanted one more million.

A great lesson that you and I can learn is to learn to be content.

With that in mind, I want to preach a few minutes on Learning to be Content.

Paul wrote this book of Philippians from a Roman prison cell. It is the key to his triumphant joy which enabled him to laugh at tribulation and to say “for me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

There are only 4 short chapters in this book, but it is packed full with God, Glory and the Gospel. You can read it in about 10 – 15 minutes depending on how fast you read.

In this book we see

I. Paul’s Triumphant Experiences (ch. 1)

II. Paul’s Tremendous Examples (ch 2)

a. The Lord, Triumphant in his Sacrifice (1-18)

b. Timothy, Triumphant in his Service (19-24)

c. Epaphroditus, Triumphant in his Sickness (25-30)

III. Paul’s Typical Exhortation (ch 3 – 4)

a. You cannot defraud a man who knows the power of proper theology

b. You cannot defile a man who knows the power of positive thinking 
c. You cannot defeat a man who knows the power of perpetual thanksgiving. A praising man is a prevailing man.


Paul was such a man, a prevailing man, more than a conqueror. But how did Paul learn to be content? How did he learn to say and mean it when he said I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

I. Paul learned to be content Through his Salvation
a. Through salvation, Paul learned to trust God
b. Through salvation, Paul learned to thank God
c. Through salvation, Paul learned to talk to God
II. Paul learned to be content Through his Suffering
I don’t have time to read of Paul’s sufferings, but he gives a brief description in II Corinthians 11. Listen to his description:

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.

 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;

 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

a. Paul suffered Prison (v 23)


b. Paul suffered Punishement (v 24-25)


c. Paul suffered Perils (v 26) 


d. Paul suffered Pain (v 27)

on top of all this,

e .Paul suffered the problems of the Church (v 28)

Through Desertion, Deprivation, Disaster Paul learned to be content

IV.  
 Paul learned to be content Through his Surrender

a. Surrendered to the will of God

b. Surrendered to the work of God

c.   Surrendered to the way of God
