I Want To Be Like David

Acts 13:22

The World says, and there is even a song, I want to be like Mike. Talking about Michael Jordan. Arguably one of, if not the greatest basketball player to play the game.

We are living in a day where sports has approached and even exceeded the place of worship. You can name every starter on the Atlanta Braves team. 

Football (Atlanta Falcons)

Basketball (favorite team)

Who is having a feud with who in wrestling?

Who got voted off this week on Survivor, or on American Idol or Dancing with the stars?

We are living in a day where young people want to emulate, imitate and be like the world's heroes.

Nothing wrong with sports when it is kept in its proper place.

But I got to thinking about that phrase, "I Want To Be Like Mike” and I got to thinking, I don't want to be like Mike, I want to be like David!!

The Bible says that God said "he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart,"

So if David was a man after God's own heart, I want to be like David.   

With this in mind, I want to preach for a few minutes on this thought;

 "I Want To Be Like David"

3 simple thoughts and I'm done.

I. I want to be like David in his Consistency

The Bible says in James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways

I want to be consistent.

Let me say first off,

A. He was Consistent in his Praying

Psalm 55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.

Now is that a command? No. Does that mean that you have to pray evening, morning and noon? No. But if you want to be like David you do.

Every great character in the Bible, every great man of God you read about had a consistent prayer life. We have a living, breathing example in Bro. Allen.

I don't know about you, but I want to be like David.

Not only was David consistent in his praying, but secondly,

B. He was Consistent in his Performance

What God told him to do, he did.

There were times when David failed, and there will be times when you fall

The Bible says in Proverbs24:16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:

You know what the number seven is, it is completion. There will be times when you fall. The shame is not in falling, it is in staying there. So what, you fell, get up and go on.

As far as I know, adultery will disqualify a man from preaching. I believe the Bible is clear on that. But no where can you find that adultery or any other sin disqualifies a man from serving God. You may not can preach, but you can serve God in some capacity. It may just be as a witness and helping fill up the Church, but you can serve God.

Not only was David consistent in his Praying, and consistent in his Praising, but thirdly,

C. He was Consistent in his Praising

David was always praising God. In the Psalms alone you find just the word Praise over 100 times.

David said in Psalm 119:164 Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.

David looked at his Rolex sundial on his wrist and said excuse me boys, I think its time to Praise God.

(The ark, David's wife, just wait till tomorrow)

David said if you think I embarrassed you today, you just wait until we get that ark all the way home.

David was consistent in his Praying, in his Purpose, in his Praising.

When David was Discouraged, he praised God,

When David was Delighted, he praised God,

When David was Defeated, he praised God,

When David was Delivered, he praised God.

When David wad Dejected, he praised God,

David was consistent, and I want to be like David.

Not only do I want to be like David in his consistency, 

II. I Want to be like David in his Courage
A. He had courage in his Battles (Goliath, Bear, Lion)

B. He had courage in his Burdens (Saul)

C. He had courage in his Bereavements (his son)

Not only do I want to be like David in his Consistency, and in his Courage,

but lastly,

III. I Want to be like David in his Confession
David did sin in committing Adultery with Bathsheba and trying to cover it up and in numbering Israel. In Psalm 51 you see David's confession after the prophet Nathan pointed his finger in David’s face and said, "thou art the man"

You see three things in these verses;

Psalm 51 1-4 David prayed

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

 2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

 4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:

Notice three things in David's prayer.

A. A Personal Responsibility (vs 3 I acknowledge my transgressions)

David didn't blame Bathsheba for being on that roof, David said this is my fault

B. A Pressuring Reminder (my sin is ever before me.)

C. A Positive Repentance

Notice his request

purge me

wash me

blot out all mine iniquities

create in me a clean heart

renew a right spirit within me

restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.

That is the language of repentance.

It was after this that God said, David is a man after my own heart.

David was consistent, David was courageous, and David confessed.

I want to be like David.

The three greatest words you will utter is

"I HAVE SINNED"

The Bible says in I John 1: 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

John went on to say in chapter 2

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. AND if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

You want to know why John used the conjunction And instead of But?

If he used the word but, it would indicate the possibility that you may not sin. If he had said sin not, but if you do sin,

But instead he said, sin not, AND if any man sin, we have an advocate.

I want to be like David 

